The identity of the drugs 'Hribera' and 'Amragandha', as 
Hribera (Iruveli, Mal.)
The genus Coleus Lour. (Lamiaceae) has at least four species in South India which are commonly used in food, medicine and ornamental horticulture. C. rotundifolius This species of unknown origin is currently widely cultivated in the Indo Malesian region and is introduced into Mexico and USA. In Sri Lanka a decoction of the juice of this plant mixed with that of onion is reportedly used in Veterinary medicine to treat dysentery and diarrhoea of cattle (Cramer 1981) . In Kerala this species is widely cultivated as a pot herb in homestead gardens and the leaves are used as a single drug remedy for children's cough and cold.
The botanical identity of the drug 'Hribera' or 'Valakam' has been disputed. The controversy has been adequately dealt with by Warrier (1981 This species, reportedly cultivated in Tamil Nadu on river banks and sandy loams for their fragrant roots used for the decoration of temple images and also for dressing hair and known as Kuruver or Vettiver in Tamil (Anonymous, 1980), is however a quite distinct species with highly aromatic roots, smelling like those of 'Khaskhas' Vetiveria zizanoides (Linn.) Nash, a highly aromatic and medicinal grass. In any case, the herb accepted as the source of Hribera (Iruveli) in Keral is Coleus Zeylanicus (Benth.) Cramer (syn. Plectranthus zeylanicus Benth). (see figure) . The material has been compared with the specimens at Kew (England) and Peradenniya (Sri Lanka) and has been found to be identical with the Ceylonese species, C. zeylanicus. This species is reportedly an endemic taxon of Sri Lanka, whre it is known by the Sinhalese name Iruveriya, the juice of stem and leaves of which mixed with honey is taken as a remedy for diarrhoea and is not known in the wild. This has been introduced in this part of the country since long and probably owes its Vernacular name to its original Sinhalese. Rheede has illustrated this herb in his Hortus Malabaricus (IX t, 74). However, no work on Indian flora or Indian medicine has taken note of this species thus far or may be that it had been wrongly identified. It has been found that in North Malabar area, a different speices of the genus namely, L. repens (Benth.) DC (Syn. L. conferta Benth) is accepted as the source of the drug. It is a diffuse or erect fleshly herb in marshes and swamps, often purple suffused, with small, sessile or sub sessile axillary flowers.
C. Zeylanicus (Benth
We have several closely similar species of the genus commonly avilable in our flooded or marshy fields and ponds and it is likely that the drug used is an admixture of several of them. A diagnostic key for such species with which they can be clearly segregated is provided below:
1. Leaves monomorphic. 
L. repens (Bench

Distribution
Sri Lanka and India. Whole of South India, in flooded fields and ponds.
